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violent death of dr. george tiller a heinous tragedy 

Washington, DC (June 1, 2009) -- “The killing of Dr. George Tiller is shocking and tragic,” said Lorraine Cole, PhD, YWCA USA CEO. “The issue of abortion is, indeed, one of the most controversial and polarizing issues of our time, with strong convictions at both extremes. But no extent of opposing ideology justifies any form of violence.”

Tiller, 67, was shot and killed on Sunday in the foyer of Reformation Lutheran Church in Wichita, Kansas, as he was serving as an usher and handing out the church bulletin. Having provided abortion services to women for over 30 years, his clinic had been bombed previously and an abortion opponent shot him in both arms 16 years ago. 

“Dr. Tiller was such a loving, caring physician who did not deserve the hatred that was constantly directed at him. I will never forget his bravery and ability to remain focused on the women who came to his clinic for services. He was a true professional and a great man,” said Chryle Nofsinger-Wiens, Executive Director of YWCA Wichita. “I am proud of [Wichita] for standing up for the family and friends of Dr. Tiller. The public outcry was not about if one was pro-life or pro-choice. The community’s message was clear: there is never any reason for violence or murder.” 

Our thoughts and sympathies are with Dr. Tiller’s Family and clinic staff. Go here ( link to: http://www.legacy.com/gb2/default.aspx?bookid=5025239652181 ) to send your own sympathy note.
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