VOMEN AND FAMILY VIOLENCE
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Women and Family Violence
YWCA of Salt Lake City

Domestic violence is Primaril}'. though not cxclusix-‘el}'. a crime committed b}' men agaimst womern. "Domestic
violence includes a pattern of assaultive and coercive behaviors, including psychological, sexual, and physical abuse,
used by an individual to hurt, dominate and control an intimate partner.”

- Salbu P and Taliaferro, E. The Physician's Guide to Domestic Violence

Prevalence

In 2004/05 5,842 mndrviduals (2,666 women, 32 men, and 3,144 children) were sheltered in Utah’s 16 domestic
violence shelters and 44,678 domestic violence crsis calls were answered. Duning the same year 1,944 requests
for shelter could not be filled because domestic viclence shelters were full:

In 2003 there were more than 12,000 domestic wiolence calls for service to local law enforcement agencies ®
From 1995 to 2003 domestic violence cases (temporary protective orders) filed in Utah district courts more than
doubled from 2,673 to 5,846.4

Annually one-third of Utah’s homucides are domestic violence related® Utah ranks 16® 1n the US. in the
number of females murdered by males 1n single victim/ smgle offender homucides.”

Reporting
Women are six nmes more likely to report a miolent ciime that 1s commutted by a stranger, than a violent cime
commutted by an intimate partnert

In a recent Utah survey, 75% of those who had expenenced domestic violence did not report the coime ™

Demographics

A recent study showed that 10% of all women treated 1n the local emergency deputment of LDS Hospital had
been phr "smﬂll*' assaulted by their partner in the past year; 40% indicated that they had in their lifetime, with no
difference accmdmg to race, religion or socioeconomic circumstance. ™

A recent review of 49 domestic iolence—related homucides 1n Utah over a three year penod showed that 63% of
wictims were White, non-Hispanic adults.

Family Violence and Poverty and Homelessness

Weomen who leave domestic wiolence situations often face poverty, 1solation and homelessness. Ameong cities
surveyed for the 2003 Conference of Mayors, 44% identified domestic violence as a pimary cause of
homelessness =

“Families make up 30 percent of Utah’s homeless popul'mon Eighty-two peu:ent of these families are headed
by smgle parents, most of whom (69%) are females. ™= In a recent Utah stu v, 81% of long-term welfare

reciprents identified themselves as being vicums of domestic violence®

Victims of domestic violence often return to their abusers because they cannot find long-term housing =

Local Domestic Violence Resources:
YWCA of Salt Lake City 24-hour Crsis Line: 801.537.8600
Utah’s Statewide Domestic Viclence LINEK Line: 1-b00-b9. -LI_\IK
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