The YWCA Recommended Read for Winter is The Hundred Secret Senses, by Amy Tan. The Library Journal states:  as in The Joy Luck Club (LJ 2/15/89), Tan unwinds another haunting tale that examines the ties binding Chinese Americans to their ancestors. Nearing divorce from her husband, Simon, Olivia Yee is guided by her elder half-sister, the irrepressible Kwan, into the heart of China. Olivia was five when 18-year-old Kwan first joined her family in the United States, and though always irritated by Kwan's oddities, Olivia was entranced by her eerie dreams of the ghost World of Yin. Only when visiting Kwan's home in Changmian does Olivia realize the dreams are, in Kwan's mind, memories from past lives…Tan tells a mysterious, believable story and delivers Kwan's clipped, immigrant voice and engaging personality with charming clarity.  Books can be purchased for 20% off at Borders East and West, and the Madison Public Library has book kits available for book groups to check out.  

Discussion Points for The Hundred Secret Senses
Throughout the novel, Olivia resists the love, the stories, and the Yin eyes of her half-sister, Kwan.  Why is she so resistant?  When does she accept Kwan’s Yin eyes and her stories?
How does Olivia’s relationship with her mother and her early loss of her father affect her relationship with Kwan?  With her husband, Simon?
What is the significance of Olivia’s career as a photographer?  What does it show about her feelings toward her memory?  How does she use her camera to connect with people and events?
How do lies, promises, friendship and love bind people through more  than one lifetime in The Hundred Secret Senses?  How do they break down the boundaries between the past and the present?
What does the story about Kwan’s growing in her childhood with a girl named Buncake say about identity?  How does Olivia react to the story?
On page 357, Olivia says “truth lies not in logic but in hope, both past and future.”  What does she mean by this?  How does she arrive at this conclusion?  Do you agree with her?
Do you think Kwan is fated to disappear in China?  Why or why not?
How does Olivia change because of the events that take place in China?

