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Introduction

Good morning Chairperson Coggs, Chairperson Wray, and members of the
commission. Thank you for the invitation to be here today.

The Department views the work of this Commission as critical to the future of the
Wisconsin Justice System, and the Department of Corrections appreciates the
opportunity to be part of the discussion. We are pleased to be represented on
this Commission by Charles Tubbs, Administrator of our Division of Juvenile
Corrections. | welcome the opportunity to offer my perspective as Secretary of
the department.

We all share a legal and moral obligation to ensure that we do not have
discrimination in our criminal justice system. We must have a system that holds
offenders accountable and protects public safety with fairness and justice. In
addition, every Wisconsin citizen, of whatever race or ethnic origin, deserves to
be safe in their home and community.

As a former prosecutor at the Department of Justice, | believe that prisons are
necessary to remove dangerous and violent offenders from our communities.
Prisons and jails are an essential deterrent in our criminal justice system.

But | also believe that an effective criminal justice system needs not only to hold
offenders accountable, but to offer them opportunities to change. Our success in
reducing recidivism improves public safety and the quality of life for our families
and communities.

We are strongly committed to improving our efforts to give offenders in our
prisons and under our supervision in the community the opportunity to be
successful, while holding them accountable.

Scope of challenge

Recent reports indicate that Wisconsin has one of the highest incarceration rates
for African Americans in the country. Unfortunately, the Department of
Corrections, and not our university or technical college system, is the last stop
for too many of our citizens. The cost of incarceration is high, currently $27,800
per year per offender.



