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YWCA HONORS 11 OUTSTANDING VALLEY WOMEN LEADERS

WITH 2007 YWCA TRIBUTE TO WOMEN AWARDS

 

PHOENIX, Ariz. (November 6, 2006)…  YWCA of Maricopa County celebrates and honors 11 Valley women in its 14th annual 2007 YWCA Tribute to Women Awards Luncheon.  The annual awards recognize outstanding women in Maricopa County whose lives and accomplishments reflect the YWCA’s mission of empowering women and eliminating racism.
Honorees were chosen in 10 categories:  Business Leader, Communication Leader, Creative Arts Leader, Education Leader, Emerging Leader, Health & Science Leader, Philanthropy Leader, Public Service Leader, Racial Justice Leader, and Sports Leader.  This year’s honorees are:

• Karen Woodford, President, Summa Associates 
(Business Leader)

• Jewel Parker Rhodes, Ph.D., Artistic Director and Piper Endowed Chair, Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing at Arizona State University
(Communication Leader)

• Kimber Lanning, Owner of Modified Arts and Executive Director of Arizona Chain Reaction

(Creative Arts Leader)

• K Royal, Director of Pro Bono Program and Student Life, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University
(Education Leader)

• Kyrsten Sinema, State Representative, Arizona House of Representatives
(Emerging Leader)

• Dr. Heather Cunliffe, Research Investigator, Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGEN)

(Health & Science Leader)
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• Michelle Robson, Founder/President, Healthy Women, Healthy Choices Foundation 

(Philanthropy Leader)
• Carol Kamin, Ph.D., President & CEO, Children’s Action Alliance

(Public Service Leaders)
• Cassandra Mason Motz, Police Public Relations Representative, Phoenix Police Department
(Racial Justice Leader)

• Jessica Livingston, Founder and President, AZ Girl’s Lacrosse and Desert StiX
(Sports Leader)
Karen Ewing, Owner of Spring Air Mattress in Phoenix, also was honored with the YWCA’s Dorothy Willey Award.  This annual award is named after a former long-time, dedicated YWCA member and volunteer. It recognizes a current YWCA volunteer whose commitment to the YWCA, its mission and its programs, has been extraordinary, and whose efforts significantly impact the organization’s well being.
All of the women will be recognized at the 14th annual 2007 YWCA Tribute to Women luncheon at 11:30 a.m., Thursday, March 8, 2007, at The Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix.  The event is open to the public.  Table sponsorships are $1,250; individual tickets are $125 – both are available online at www.ywca.org/maricopacounty or by calling the YWCA at (602) 258-0990.  The 2007 YWCA Tribute to Women is presented by The Arizona Republic and 12 News.  Wells Fargo is a Sapphire Sponsor; Caremark, DHL Express, US Airways, and Westcor are Topaz Sponsors; Arizona Woman is a Gem Box Media Sponsor.  Sponsorship opportunities are available, for more information contact Tina Bronson, Director of Development at (602) 258-0990.
###
For over 94 years, the YWCA of Maricopa County has served the community through a variety of programs including advocating for positive change benefiting children, empowering women and girls, economic advancement, racial justice and eliminating racism; The Thunderbirds Haven House, a transitional shelter for abused and homeless women and their children; hot meals, recreation and social programs for low-income seniors; and home-delivered meals for impoverished elderly, and disabled adults and veteran.
