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YWCA of Maricopa County Launches Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series
Internationally-Renowned Holocaust Survivor and Author Gerda Klein to be Featured at Inaugural Event 
 

PHOENIX – (April 2, 2007)… Dana Campbell Saylor, chief executive officer of the YWCA of Maricopa County, is pleased to announce that the non-profit organization is launching the Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series to heighten community awareness of women’s issues and engage Valley residents to become active in advocacy efforts.

Internationally-renowned Holocaust survivor and author Gerda Klein will be the first featured speaker of the series.  She will address the role of women in society as well as the influential women who have made an impact in her life.
“It’s truly an honor to have Gerda kick off our lecture series,” said Campbell Saylor.  “We have a group of amazing women lined up to educate people in the Valley about important social issues that affect their daily lives.  I hope that through these lectures, the YWCA can inspire residents to be more active in charitable community projects.”

Klein's account of living through the Holocaust is documented in her classic autobiography, “All But My Life,” which is in its 60th printing.  This book was the foundation for the Oscar and Emmy-winning HBO documentary, “One Survivor Remembers.”  Klein is currently a Scottsdale resident.
"I am deeply touched for the privilege that the YWCA has given me to be able to honor women whose strength, compassion and love has been my inspiration and comfort,” said Klein.
The inaugural lecture featuring Klein will take place Thursday, May 17 at The Ritz Carlton in Phoenix from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  The public is welcome to attend.  Individual tickets are $65 and a table of 10 can be purchased for $650.  To register, visit www.ywca.com/maricopacounty.  

The following speakers have also been scheduled to take part in the Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series: 

· Dr. Evelyn Murphy is the president of The WAGE Project, Inc., a national organization to end wage discrimination against working women.  She is also a resident scholar in the Women's Studies Research Center at Brandeis University, where she researched and authored, “Getting Even: Why Women Don’t Get Paid like Men and What to Do About It.”  She will speak about wage issues at The Arizona Biltmore on Oct. 11 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

· Ann Crittenden is an award-winning journalist, author and lecturer.  She has written two critically-praised books on motherhood: “If You've Raised Kids, You Can Manage Anything” and “The Price of Motherhood.”  The latter garnered widespread media attention and was named one of the New York Times Notable Books of the Year in 2001.  She will speak Jan. 17, 2008 at The Arizona Biltmore from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Sponsorship packages are available for individual lectures, in addition to discounted packages for all three.  Costs range from $2,500 to $20,000.  For an additional $5,000, certain packages also grant sponsorships for the YWCA’s largest fund-raiser, the 15th annual Tribute to Women Awards Luncheon in spring 2008.  
Companies interested in exposure to some of the Valley’s finest women leaders should contact YWCA Director of Development Tina Bronson for more information.  She can be reached at (602) 258-0990 ext. 16 or ywca.t.bronson@fastq.com.  You can also visit www.ywca.org/maricopacounty for sponsorship details.
About Gerda Klein

For years, author, historian and speaker, Gerda Weissmann Klein, an Arizona resident, has captivated audiences worldwide with her powerful messages of hope, inspiration, love and humanity. In her speeches and books, Klein draws from her wealth of life experiences: from surviving the Holocaust, meeting her future husband on the day of her liberation, to her journey to the United States, accepting an Oscar for a documentary based on her life, and her constant fight to promote tolerance and fight hunger. 

In 1939, the 15-year-old’s life would change forever as German troops invaded her home in Bielsko, Poland.  This day would be forever ingrained in Klein’s memory, as it was the last time she would ever see her family.  Never losing hope, she would spend the next three years in a succession of slave-labor camps, until she was forced to walk in a 350-mile death march in which 2,000 women were subjected to exposure, starvation and arbitrary execution.  Despite such atrocities, Klein never lost the will to survive. Klein's account of living through the Holocaust is documented in her classic autobiography, “All But My Life,” which is in its 60th printing.  It was the foundation for the Oscar and Emmy-winning HBO documentary, “One Survivor Remembers.”
About YWCA of Maricopa County

The YWCA of Maricopa County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has served the Phoenix metropolitan area since 1912.  The YWCA improves the quality of community life by promoting racial justice and economic advancement of women. The YWCA provides essential services to disabled adults, abused and homeless women, children, seniors, as well as those seeking respect in a multicultural community.  

 

The YWCA is the oldest and largest multicultural women's organization worldwide with more than 25 million members in 122 countries, including 2 million members in 300 local associations in the United States. 

 

For more information on Maricopa County’s YWCA visit www.ywca.org/maricopacounty or call (602)258-0990.  
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