Profile: Joan Brainard
When Joan Brainard became involved with the YWCA of Maricopa County Richard Nixon was president, Led Zeppelin ruled the music charts and the Charles Manson trial had reached its culmination.  That’s right, the year was 1971.  Joan was a fervent volunteer for 10 years before becoming an employee and beginning a journey that defined the next four decades in her life and the life of the YWCA. Now, affectionately known as “St. Joan,” she will be bid farewell at a reception on August 17th at the Valley West Center located at 8561 N. 61st Avenue in Glendale from 12:00-3:00 pm and a retirement party from 4:00-700 pm. 
“The YWCA has always counted on Joan’s leadership,” said YWCA Chief Executive Dana Campbell Saylor. “She has remained true to our mission of empowering women and eliminating discrimination throughout her decades of service.  She truly will be missed.”
Governor Janet Napolitano has declared August 17, 2007 “Joan Brainard Day’ throughout the State of Arizona in recognition of her outstanding service and commitment. (I am not sure this is true.)
Joan began her association with the YWCA by joining a group for stay-at-home mothers and volunteering to teach youth and adult education classes.  In 1980, Joan joined the YWCA staff as center director, overseeing numerous programs and creating summer day camps and a backyard swim program.  In 1988, Brainard became the director of the West Valley Senior Center, a post she has held for nearly 20 years, during which time the staff has grown from 1.5 employees to more than 30 and the home delivery routes from 2 to 13.  Brainard has overseen a meal program which has served 1.5 million meals to more than 15,000 seniors at the center or through home delivery since 1976.  In addition, the Valley West Center has provided over 100,000 Dial-A-Ride trips to seniors.  
During Brainard’s tenure, the Valley West Center benefited from program and service expansion, several remodels, and an increase in donations, corporate support and volunteerism. “The YWCA is very grateful to have had Joan’s talents, dedication, and loyalty over the past 36 years,” said Campbell Saylor.
After serving her last meal at the Center on August 17th, Brainard and her husband will be moving to Camp Verde.  The couple plans to travel and spend more time with their grandchildren.  
