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YWCA Announces Retirement of Long-time Director
Joan Brainard-Pinson says good-bye after 36 years of serving Arizona’s Children and Seniors
 

PHOENIX – (August 22, 2007)… When Joan Brainard-Pinson first became involved with the YWCA in 1971, Richard Nixon was president, Led Zeppelin ruled the music charts and the Charles Manson trial reached its culmination. A lot has changed in the world but one thing has not:  Joan Brainard-Pinson’s dedication to making a difference in Arizona. For 36 years, she has made life better for Arizonans; first working with children and, for the past 20 years, as director of the West Valley Senior Center.  Brainard-Pinson will retire on August 31.
“Joan is such an amazing woman.  The YWCA has counted on her leadership,” said YWCA Chief Executive Dana Campbell Saylor.  “She has remained true to our mission of empowering women and eliminating discrimination throughout her decades of service. She will truly be missed but fortunately, this important work will continue because of the great foundation she has laid.”

As director of the West Valley Senior Center, Brainard-Pinson has overseen YWCA senior services and the home-delivered meals program.  Annually, the Senior Center staff serves nearly 100,000 meals to needy seniors in the West Valley. During Brainard-Pinson’s tenure, the West Valley Senior Center benefited from an expansion of services and several remodels, as well as an increase in donations, corporate support and volunteerism.  

“I’m going to miss the YWCA staff and the residents involved with our senior programs,” said Brainard-Pinson, a Glendale resident.  “I have had a great staff over the years and worked hard to empower them.”
In addition to her work with the YWCA, Brainard-Pinson is a member of the Arizona Senior Center Association, the Glendale Committee on Aging and the Soroptimists International of the Kachinas.  She received her bachelor’s degree from the College of Marin in Kentfield, Calif. in 1964, where she studied psychology and social work.
For more information on the YWCA of Maricopa County, visit www.ywca.org/maricopacounty. 
About YWCA of Maricopa County

The YWCA of Maricopa County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has served the Phoenix metropolitan area since 1912.  The YWCA improves the quality of community life by promoting racial justice and economic advancement of women. The YWCA provides essential services to disabled adults, abused and homeless women, children, seniors, as well as those seeking respect in a multicultural community.  

 

The YWCA is the oldest and largest multicultural women's organization worldwide with more than 25 million members in 122 countries, including 2 million members in 300 local associations in the United States. 

 

For more information on Maricopa County’s YWCA visit www.ywca.org/maricopacounty or call (602)258-0990.  
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