MEDIA ALERT

April 28, 2008 

CONTACTS:                 Audrey Froehlich                                    Tina Bronson

                                    WalshCOMM                                         YWCA Maricopa County 

                                    602.957.9779/602.647.7103                    602.258.0990
                                    afroehlich@walshcomm.com                   Tina.Bronson@ywcaaz.org

                        

Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer Visit Arizona

WHAT:             Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer will be in Arizona May 14th and 15th as featured speakers at the upcoming YWCA Maricopa County Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series.  For the first time ever, Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer will speak together about their book Escape, a riveting story about Carolyn’s struggle to flee the FLDS community with her eight children. Escape was featured on Oprah and became a New York Times best seller.

WHERE:           The Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix, Arizona.

WHEN:             The Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series luncheon will take place on Thursday, May 15 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Both Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer will be in Arizona on May 14th and 15th.

REGISTER:       This event is open to the public, but seating is limited.  Individual tickets are $65 and a table of 10 can be purchased for $650.  To register, visit www.ywcaaz.org or call (602) 258-0990.

MEDIA OPS:     *Interview and photo op with featured speakers, Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer

                        *Interview and photo op with YWCA CEO Dana Campbell Saylor

                        *Photo op of more than 250 audience members

                        *Photo op of sale/book signing with Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer 

ABOUT:            In light of recent events in Texas and across the nation, Carolyn Jessop and Laura Palmer will be in Arizona discussing their book, Escape, Carolyn Jessop’s story of her struggle to flee from a polygamous Mormon cult, the Fundamentalist Church of the Latter Day Saints.

                        Carolyn Jessop 

In 2003, Carolyn Jessop fled from a fundamentalist Mormon cult, the FLDS with her eight children under the reign of terror of Warren Jeffs. Carolyn was the 4th wife and one of 7 wives of Merril Jessop, the presiding elder at Yearning for Zion in Colorado City, AZ.  Carolyn was a 6th generation member of the FLDS sect and had always thought of the outside world as a cold and evil place. When her infant son, Harrison, was diagnosed with Spinal Neuroblastoma, her husband wanted to let him die; she refused and sought help.  She ended up at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  For the first time, Carolyn had sustained contact with people she had been raised to believe were evil. These "outsiders" had more compassion and love for her son than his own father. This experience was pivotal in helping her decide to escape. 

Laura Palmer

Laura Palmer was a independent producer for ABC’s Nightline for seven years, reported on the Vietnam War as a freelance radio reporter for ABC and later NBC, was a senior producer for CNN news, and has authored six books. Laura was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize for her work writing a syndicated column about coming to terms with the Vietnam War.  Her most recent book, Escape, was co-authored with Carolyn Jessop whose story of a struggle to flee from a polygamous Mormon cult, the FLDS, has been featured on Oprah and became a New York Times bestseller. Laura has written for Time Magazine, Rolling Stone Magazine, the New York Daily News and authored Shrapnel in the Heart.

MEDIA:             Please contact Audrey Froehlich at WalshCOMM to arrange for interviews with Carolyn Jessop and/or Laura Palmer by Monday, May 12, 2008.  We will do our best to work with your schedule as time permits.  Please call for details.

About YWCA Maricopa County

The YWCA Maricopa County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has served the Phoenix metropolitan area since 1912.  The YWCA improves the quality of community life by promoting racial justice and economic advancement of women. The YWCA provides essential services to disabled adults, abused and homeless women, children, seniors, as well as those seeking respect in a multicultural community.  

 

The YWCA is the oldest and largest multicultural women's organization worldwide with more than 25 million members in 122 countries, including 2 million members in 300 local associations in the United States. 

 

For more information on Maricopa County’s YWCA visit www.ywcaaz.org or call (602)258-0990.
