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YWCA Maricopa County Launches 2008-09 Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series
Nightline Producer, Author and Vietnam Reporter Laura Palmer Shares Her Tales 
 

PHOENIX, Ariz. – (April 15, 2008)… Dana Campbell Saylor, chief executive officer of the YWCA of Maricopa County, is pleased to announce the kick-off of the second annual Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series.  The series aims to heighten community awareness of women’s issues and engage Valley residents to become active in advocacy efforts.

Laura Palmer, will be the first featured speaker for 2008.  Palmer was a producer for ABC’s Nightline for seven years, reported on the Vietnam War as a freelance radio reporter for ABC and later NBC news, and has authored six books. Her most recent book, Escape, is about a woman who fled from a polygamist Mormon cult, the FLDS, was featured on “Oprah” and became a New York Times bestseller.
“Our lecture series brings together nationally prominent women who are leaders in issues consistent with the twin missions of the YWCA, to empower women and eliminate discrimination,” said Campbell Saylor.  “We have scheduled a very exciting series for 2008 and have a diverse and influential group of women to share their lives and passions with Valley women.”

Palmer will speak about a few of the remarkable women who have helped shape her career and about the blessings she has received from her work in telling their stories. 
"I look forward to sharing my stories about the wonders of being a journalist and author.  It has been my experience that you just never know where you will end up and who will meet,” said Palmer.  “I have been privileged to meet some extraordinary women who have changed my life forever and I hope that everyone at the YWCA Empowerment lecture luncheon si inspired to do what they love and to share their passions and ideas with others.”
The lecture featuring Palmer will take place Thursday, May 15 at The Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  The public is welcome to attend.  Individual tickets are $65 and a table of 10 can be purchased for $650.  To register, visit www.ywcaaz.org.  
The following speaker has also been scheduled to take part in the 2008 Women’s Empowerment Lecture Series: 

· Kathryn Hinsch is the founding director and board president for the Women’s Bioethics Project, an organization promoting the thoughtful application of biotechnology to improve the status of women’s lives.  Kathryn Hinsch began her career in technology in 1986 when she joined Microsoft.  Nearly 12 years later, she founded the Women’s Bioethics Project because of her concern that the rapid advance of biotechnology is quickly outpacing our ability as a society to absorb the affect it will have on our lives. She has a B.A. in Political Economy from the Evergreen State College and is an alumna of the Stanford Executive Program. She will speak about women in bioethics at The Orpheum Theatre in Phoenix on September 16th 
Sponsorship packages are available for individual lectures, in addition to discounted packages for all three.  Costs range from $2,500 to $20,000.  For an additional $5,000, certain packages also grant sponsorships for the YWCA’s largest fund-raiser, the 15th annual Tribute to Women Awards Luncheon in spring 2009.  
Companies interested in exposure to some of the Valley’s finest women leaders should contact YWCA Director of Development Tina Bronson for more information.  She can be reached at (602) 258-0990 ext. 16 or tina.bronson@ywcaaz.org.  You can also visit www.ywcaaz.org for sponsorship details.
About Laura Palmer
Laura Palmer began her career in journalism in Saigon in 1972, at the onset of the Vietnam War, as a freelance radio reporter for ABC and then NBC News.  Based on her time in Vietnam and her experiences, she was able to write for Time Magazine, Rolling Stone Magazine, the New York Daily Times and authored Shrapnel in the Heart.

While working as an independent producer for “Nightline,” for seven years, Palmer produced several shows sharing stories of amazing people including Gerda Weissmann Klein, holocaust survivor, author and former xx, Dr. Claire Hicks, a rural AIDS doctor and palliative care physician in Jesup, Georgia, and Suse Lowenstein who lost her son, Alexander, on Pan Am 103.  Also, she has collaborated on, To Catch a Predator, with NBC’s Dateline correspondent Chris Hansen.
Palmer collaborated on 6 other books. Her most recent book, Escape, is about a woman who fled from a polygamist Mormon cult, the FLDS, was featured on “Oprah” and became a New York Times bestseller.  She has also co-authored several other books, including In the Absence of Angels, with Elizabeth Glaser, and Come Here, with Richard Berendzen.

Palmer is currently pursuing a Master of Divinity degree at Union Theological Seminary with a concentration in psychiatry and religion.  She and her daughter live in New York City. 

About YWCA Maricopa County

The YWCA Maricopa County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has served the Phoenix metropolitan area since 1912.  The YWCA improves the quality of community life by promoting racial justice and economic advancement of women. The YWCA provides essential services to disabled adults, abused and homeless women, children, seniors, as well as those seeking respect in a multicultural community.  

 

The YWCA is the oldest and largest multicultural women's organization worldwide with more than 25 million members in 122 countries, including 2 million members in 300 local associations in the United States. 

 

For more information on Maricopa County’s YWCA visit www.ywcaaz.org or call (602)258-0990.    
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