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YWCA HONORS 10 OUTSTANDING VALLEY WOMEN LEADERS

WITH 2006 YWCA TRIBUTE TO WOMEN AWARDS

Awards Recognize Accomplishments of Eliminating Racism and Empowering Women

PHOENIX, Ariz. (Jan. 25, 2006) – The YWCA of Maricopa County celebrates and honors 10 Valley women in its 13th annual 2006 YWCA Tribute to Women Awards.  The annual awards recognize outstanding women in Maricopa County whose lives and accomplishments reflect the YWCA’s mission of empowering women and eliminating racism.

Honorees were chosen in 9 categories:  Emerging Leader, Racial Justice Leader, Health & Science Leader, Sports Leader, Public Service Leader, Creative Arts Leader, Philanthropy Leader, Business Leader, and Education Leader.  This year’s honorees are (in alphabetical order):

• Joanna de’Shay, Community Development Manager, Arizona Public Service 

(Emerging Leader)

• Christine French, Founder and Co-chair, Diversity Leadership Alliance

(Racial Justice Leader)

• Pamela Klonoff, Ph.D. Clinical Director and Clinical Neuropsychologist, Center for 

Transitional Neurorehabilitation, St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center

(Health & Science Leader)

• Nona M. Lee, Vice President and General Counsel, Arizona Diamondbacks; President and Founder, Phoenix Women's Sports Association
(Sports Leader)

• Jana Monroe, Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation – Phoenix Division

(Public Service Leader)

• Stella Paolini, Public Relations Director, Prensa Hispana

(Creative Arts Leader)

• Linda Pope, President, Giving Hearts Foundation 

(Philanthropy Leader)

• Marilyn Seymann, Ph.D., Associate Dean of External Affairs, Arizona State University – College of Law

(Business Leader)

• Grace Wright, Ed.D., Retiring Superintendent, Roosevelt School District
(Education Leader)

Janet Elsea, Ph.D., Founder and President, of Communication Skills in Phoenix, also was honored with the YWCA’s Dorothy Willey Award.  This annual award is named after a former long-time, dedicated YWCA member and volunteer. It recognizes a current YWCA volunteer whose commitment to the YWCA, its mission and its programs, has been extraordinary, and whose efforts significantly impact the organization’s well being.  

All of the women will be recognized at the 13th annual 2006 YWCA Tribute to Women luncheon at 11:30 a.m., Thursday, March 9, 2006, at The Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix.  The event is open to the public.  Table sponsorships are $1,250; individual tickets are $125 – both are available by calling the YWCA at (602) 258-0990, ext. 16.  The 2006 YWCA Tribute to Women is presented by The Arizona Republic and 12News.  Salt River Project (SRP) is an Emerald sponsor, and Wells Fargo is a Sapphire sponsor.

-30-

For more than 90 years, the YWCA of Maricopa County has delivered essential programs and social services that change the lives of abused and homeless women and their children, seniors and disabled adults, and those seeking respect in a multicultural community.  YWCA of Maricopa County strives to eliminate racism and promote diversity through racial justice, direct social services to our multicultural population, and collaboration with community partners who share our vision for a valley united in healthy, respectful diversity. 

