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YWCA Appoints Two Members to Board of Directors 
State Rep. Kyrsten Sinema and Dr. Heather Cunliffe to Serve 3-Year Terms
 

PHOENIX – (April 4, 2007)… Dana Campbell Saylor, chief executive officer of the YWCA of Maricopa County, is pleased to announce that the non-profit organization has appointed two members to the board of directors: State Rep. Kyrsten Sinema and Dr. Heather Cunliffe of the Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen).   
“Both of these women are exemplary leaders who have made great strides to advocate on behalf of women and minorities,” said Saylor.  “It’s an honor to have them on the board, and we look forward to incorporating their expertise.”

Sinema, a Phoenix resident, has served as an Arizona State Representative for District 15 in Central Phoenix since 2004.  She also practices criminal defense law and serves as an adjunct professor in the School of Social Work at Arizona State University, where she received her master’s in social work and juris doctorate.  

In addition to her work with the YWCA, Sinema serves as the board president for COAR (Community Outreach and Advocacy for Refugees), as a board member of the National Young Elected Officials’ Network, Progressive Democrats of America, Girls for a Change, Center for Progressive Leadership, Governor’s Commission to Prevent Violence Against Women and as an advisory board member for the Arizona Death Penalty Forum.  
Cunliffe, a Phoenix resident, is a research investigator and head of the Breast and Ovarian Cancer Research Unit, Cancer Cell Biology Division, with TGen.  Her research focuses on drug development and rationalized approaches for enhanced diagnostics of breast cancer.  She has received national and international recognition for her work, including four awards by the American Association for Cancer Research.  

Cunliffe received her bachelor of science with honors in molecular biology and biochemistry from Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand.  She earned her Ph.D. in molecular biology from the University of Otago in Dunedine, New Zealand.  Heather is a current member of the New Zealand Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, the American Association for Cancer Research and a manuscript reviewer for six leading peer-reviewed scientific journals.

Both Sinema and Cunliffe were honored this past March at the YWCA’s 14th annual Tribute to Women Awards Luncheon, which recognizes outstanding women in Maricopa County whose lives and accomplishments reflect the YWCA’s mission of developing opportunities for women's growth in leadership and power to achieve human rights, dignity, freedom, health, security, justice and peace for all people.  Sinema received the Emerging Leader award, and Cunliffe was honored as the Health and Sciences Leader.

For more information about the YWCA of Maricopa County, visit www.ywca.org/maricopacounty.
About YWCA of Maricopa County

The YWCA of Maricopa County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has served the Phoenix metropolitan area since 1912.  The YWCA improves the quality of community life by promoting the economic advancement of women and works toward the elimination of discrimination. The YWCA provides essential services to disabled adults, abused and homeless women, children, seniors, as well as those seeking respect in a multicultural community.  

 

The YWCA is the oldest and largest multicultural women's organization worldwide with more than 25 million members in 122 countries, including 2 million members in 300 local associations in the United States. 

 

For more information on Maricopa County’s YWCA visit www.ywca.org/maricopacounty or call (602)258-0990.  
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