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Q12 Continued 
 
12. I’m going to read a list of things that some women worry about when they think about 

their future and others do not.  I’d like you to tell me how worried you are about each 
one – very worried, somewhat worried, not too worried, or not at all worried. 
 
(First,) what about (INSERT ITEM) – Are you very worried about this, somewhat 
worried, not too worried, or not at all worried?  (INSERT REMAINING ITEMS. 
RANDOMIZE ITEMS)  PROMPT AS NECESSARY:  Are you very worried, somewhat 
worried, not too worried, or not at all worried? 

 

 
Very 

worried 
Somewhat 

worried 
Not too 
worried 

Not at all 
worried DK Ref. 

e. Dealing with racism or other 
discrimination       

Total: 16 25 19 40 1 0 
Gen Y: 21 29 23 26 1 0 

Older Women: 15 23 17 44 1 0 
White: 11 22 19 47 1 0 

Total Non-White: 27 32 18 23 * 0 
Black: 35 33 16 16 1 0 

f. Being able to retire with 
financial security       

Total: 52 28 6 13 * 0 
Gen Y: 52 34 6 7 0 0 

Older Women: 52 27 7 14 * 0 
White: 49 30 7 13 0 0 

Total Non-White: 57 25 6 12 * 0 
Black: 58 25 5 13 * 0 

g. Having problems with credit 
card debt or other personal 
finance issues       

Total: 25 27 14 34 * 0 
Gen Y: 28 31 23 18 0 0 

Older Women: 25 25 10 39 * 0 
White: 22 28 13 37 * 0 

Total Non-White: 34 23 14 29 * 0 
Black: 35 25 17 23 * 0 

h. Struggling to pay your rent or 
mortgage       

Total: 30 23 14 32 * 0 
Gen Y: 37 33 18 11 0 0 

Older Women: 29 21 12 39 * 0 
White: 23 26 14 37 * 0 

Total Non-White: 49 18 11 22 * 0 
Black: 48 17 10 25 * 0 
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Q12 Continued 
 

12. I’m going to read a list of things that some women worry about when they think about 

their future and others do not.  I’d like you to tell me how worried you are about each 

one – very worried, somewhat worried, not too worried, or not at all worried. 

 

(First,) what about (INSERT ITEM) – Are you very worried about this, somewhat 

worried, not too worried, or not at all worried?  (INSERT REMAINING ITEMS. 

RANDOMIZE ITEMS)  PROMPT AS NECESSARY:  Are you very worried, somewhat 

worried, not too worried, or not at all worried? 

 
 Very 

worried 
Somewhat 

worried 
Not too 
worried 

Not at all 
worried DK Ref. 

i. Being a victim of or knowing 

someone who is a victim of 

domestic violence       

Total: 26 28 15 31 * 0 

Gen Y: 36 32 17 15 * 0 

Older Women: 23 27 14 36 * 0 

White: 23 29 15 33 * 0 

Total Non-White: 36 24 14 25 * 0 

Black: 34 26 21 20 * 0 

j. Having access to affordable, 

quality health care       

Total: 43 28 11 18 * 0 

Gen Y: 47 34 11 8 0 0 

Older Women: 42 27 11 20 * 0 

White: 41 29 12 19 * 0 

Total Non-White: 48 27 10 15 * 0 

Black: 52 20 13 15 * 0 

 

 



 

SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS – YWCA NATIONAL WOMEN’S SURVEY – NOVEMBER 2008 

PRINCETON SURVEY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES INTERNATIONAL 

38 

38 

 Demographics 

Now I have just a few more questions so we can describe the women who took part in our 

survey. 

D1. What is your age? 

 

Total White 
Non- 

white Black  

25 22 33 29 18-29 years old 

16 14 23 16 30-39 years old 

19 20 17 15 40-49 years old 

31 36 19 30 50-64 years old 

7 8 6 9 65-70 years old 

2 1 2 1 Refused 

 

 

D2. Regardless of how you might have voted in recent elections, in politics TODAY, do you 

consider yourself a Republican, Democrat or Independent? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

25 20 26 32 9 4 Republican 

43 47 42 37 60 74 Democrat 

26 25 26 26 24 17 Independent 

3 3 3 3 4 3 (DO NOT READ) No party/Not interested 

in politics (VOL.) 

* * * * * 0 (DO NOT READ) Other party (VOL.) 

4 5 3 2 4 3 (DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused 

 

 

D2. Regardless of how you might have voted in recent elections, in politics TODAY, do you 

consider yourself a Republican, Democrat or Independent? 

D2a. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more toward the Republican Party or the Democratic Party? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

32 23 35 41 12 5 Republican/Lean Republican 

55 62 53 48 74 86 Democrat/Lean Democrat 

7 10 6 7 10 7 Refused to lean/Neither/Other party (VOL.) 

5 5 5 4 5 2 Don’t know/Refused 
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D3. Are you married, living with a partner, divorced, separated, widowed, or have you never 

been married? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

62 36 71 69 46 39 Married 

5 12 3 4 8 9 Living with partner 

10 4 12 10 11 8 Divorced 

3 2 3 1 8 7 Separated 

3 1 4 3 4 8 Widowed 

15 44 5 12 23 25 Never been married 

1 1 * * 1 3 Don’t know/Refused 

 

 

D4. Do you have any children or stepchildren under age 18 who live with you at least part of 

the time? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

39 42 39 37 45 38 Yes 

60 58 61 63 54 59 No 

1 0 * 0 1 2 Don’t know/Refused 

 

 

D5. Do you have any children or stepchildren age 18 or older? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

44 9 56 47 38 45 Yes 

55 91 44 53 61 52 No 

1 0 * 0 1 3 Don’t know/Refused 
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D6. What is the last grade or class you COMPLETED in school? (DO NOT READ) 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

2 2 2 1 3 2 None or grade 1 to 8 

8 10 8 7 12 23 High school incomplete (grades 9-11) 

30 29 31 30 32 32 High school graduate (grade 12 or GED certificate) 

3 3 3 4 2 3 Technical, trade or vocational school AFTER high school 

26 37 23 25 28 24 Some college, but no four-year degree (includes 

associates degree) 

18 13 21 21 13 11 College or university graduate (BA, BS or other four-year 

degree) 

12 6 13 12 10 5 Post graduate or professional schooling after college 

(e.g., work towards a Master’s Degree or Ph.D., or 

Business, Law or Medical School) 

* 0 0 0 * * Don’t know/Refused 

 

 

D7. Are you, yourself, of Hispanic or Latino origin or descent, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, 

Cuban or some other Spanish background? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women  

10 19 7 Yes 

89 81 92 No 

1 0 1 Don’t know/Refused 

 

 

D8. What is your race?  Are you white, black, Asian, or some other race? 

IF R SAYS HISPANIC OR LATINO, PROBE: Do you consider yourself a WHITE 

(Hispanic/Latino) or a BLACK (Hispanic/Latino)? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women  

75 70 77 White 

14 20 12 Black or African-American 

3 1 3 Asian or Pacific Islander 

6 8 5 Other or mixed-race 

* 0 * Don’t know 

2 2 2 Refused 
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D9. Are you now employed full-time, part-time, retired, or are you not employed for pay? 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

45 46 46 44 50 46 Employed full-time 

17 25 15 18 14 12 Employed part-time 

13 2 16 15 9 17 Retired 

19 20 19 18 20 19 Not employed for pay 

3 * 3 3 2 5 (VOL) Disabled 

2 6 1 1 3 1 (VOL) Student 

1 1 * 1 * * (VOL) Other 

1 * * * * * (DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused 

 

 

D10. Last year, that is in 2007, what was your TOTAL family income from all sources, BEFORE 

taxes.  Just stop me when I get to the right category.  (READ 01-09) 

 

Total Gen Y 
Older 

Women White 
Non- 

white Black  

8 17 5 6 13 16 Less than $10,000 

7 8 7 6 10 11 10 to under $20,000 

10 16 9 9 14 13 20 to under $30,000 

12 14 12 12 12 13 30 to under $40,000 

10 11 10 11 8 8 40 to under $50,000 

13 7 16 15 10 12 50 to under $75,000 

10 7 12 12 7 4 75 to under $100,000 

7 5 8 8 6 3 100 to under $150,000 

6 3 7 6 7 4 $150,000 or more 

5 6 5 5 7 8 (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 

9 6 9 10 6 8 (DO NOT READ) Refused 

 

 

 

CLOSING:  That completes the interview.  Thank you very much for your time and 

cooperation.  Have a nice day/evening. 
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APPENDIX II:  DETAILED SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

Survey Methodology 

National Women’s Survey 

Prepared by Princeton Survey Research Associates International 
for the YWCA USA 

November 2008 

Summary 

The National Women’s Survey sponsored by the YWCA USA obtained telephone interviews with 

a nationally representative sample of 1,000 women ages 18 to 70 living in continental United 

States telephone households.  The survey was conducted by Princeton Survey Research 

International.  Interviews were done in English by Braun Research, Inc. from October 28 to 

November 2, 2008.  Statistical results are weighted to correct known demographic 

discrepancies.  The margin of sampling error for the complete set of weighted data is ±4.3%. 

Details on the design, execution and analysis of the survey are discussed below. 

Design and Data Collection Procedures 

Sample Design 

The sample was designed to represent all English-Speaking women ages 18 to 70 in continental 

U.S. telephone households and at the same time over-sample African American and younger 

adults.  A combination of disproportionately stratified RDD sample and callback was used to 

target groups of interest.  

The RDD telephone sample was provided by Survey Sampling International, LLC (SSI) according 

to PSRAI specifications.  The sample was drawn using standard list-assisted random digit dialing 

(RDD) methodology.  Active blocks of telephone numbers (area code + exchange + two-digit 

block number) were divided into four strata based on the projected incidences of African 

American households.  The strata were sampled at different rates in order to increase the 

incidence of African Americans in our sample.  The RDD sample yielded 800 interviews. 

The callback sample was drawn from recently completed PSRAI projects and targeted African 

American women and women ages 19-29.  A total of 200 interviews were completed from 646 

pieces of callback sample.  
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Contact Procedures 

Interviews were conducted from October 28 to November 2, 2008.  As many as 5 attempts 

were made to contact every sampled telephone number.  Sample was released for interviewing 

in replicates, which are representative subsamples of the larger sample.  Using replicates to 

control the release of sample ensures that complete call procedures are followed for the entire 

sample.  

Calls were staggered over times of day and days of the week to maximize the chance of making 

contact with potential respondents.  Each household received at least one daytime call in an 

attempt to find someone at home.  

In each contacted household from the RDD sample, interviewers asked to speak with the 

youngest age-eligible female resident currently at home.  Households with no 18 to 70 year old 

female residents were screened-out as ineligible.  Callbacks were scheduled when necessary.  

In each contacted household from the callback sample, interviewers asked to speak with the 

respondent that was previously interviewed.  

Weighting and Analysis 

Weighting is generally used in survey analysis to compensate for disproportionate sampling and 

patterns of non-response that might bias results.  This data was weighted in two stages – an 

initial stage that adjusted for the disproportionately-stratified RDD sample design and the 

callback interviewing and a second stage that balanced overall sample demographics to match 

population parameters. 

The first-stage weight is the product of two factors.  The first factor adjusts for the unequal 

sampling rates across RDD strata (see Table 1)2.  The second factor adjusts for the 

oversampling of young women and African American women from the callback sample  

(see Table 2). 

                                            
2  Callback cases were assigned an adjustment of 1.0. 
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Table 1: RDD Sample Adjustment  

Stratum 

Telephone 
Exchange AA 

Incidence Range 
Estimated AA 

Incidence 
Active Block 
Distribution 

Sample 
Distribution 

Adjustment 
1 

1 0-9% 2.5% 69.4% 41% 1.69 
2 10-29% 17.1% 19.5% 12% 1.69 
3 30-49% 37.8% 6.2% 18% 0.34 
4 50%+ 69.2% 4.9% 29% 0.17 

 

 

Table 2 : Adjustment for Callback Sample   

 [A] [C] 

  
RDD 

sampleA RDD+Callback 
Adjustment 2 

= [A]/[C] 

AA women 18-29 11.3% 11.8% 0.957 

AA women 30-70 8.6% 13.9% 0.621 
Non-AA women 18-
29 12.5% 18.5% 0.673 
Non-AA women 30-
70 67.6% 55.8% 1.212 
A
 Distribution weighted by Adjustment 1. 

 

 

The third stage of weighting adjusted sample demographics to match national parameters for 

sex, age, education, race, Hispanic origin, region and population density.  Most of the 

parameters came from a special analysis of the Census Bureau’s 2007 Annual Social and 

Economic Supplement (ASEC).  The population density parameter was derived from 2000 

Census data.  The final weighting was accomplished using Sample Balancing, a special iterative 

sample weighting program that simultaneously balances the distributions of all variables using a 

statistical technique called the Deming Algorithm.  Weights were trimmed to prevent individual 

interviews from having too much influence on the final results.  The use of these weights in 

statistical analysis ensures that the demographic characteristics of the sample closely 

approximate the demographic characteristics of the national population.  Table 3 compares 

weighted and unweighted sample distributions to population parameters. 
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Table 3: Sample Demographics 

Parameter Unweighted Weighted 

Age    

18-24 13.6 11.4 13.0 

25-34 19.4 26.6 19.3 

35-44 21.4 14.0 20.6 

45-54 22.2 18.9 22.0 

55-64 16.8 19.7 18.1 

65+ 6.6 9.5 7.0 

    

Education    

Less than HS Grad. 12.0 6.9 9.9 

HS Grad. 34.5 28.7 33.7 

Some College 25.3 29.0 26.2 

College Grad. 28.2 35.3 30.2 

    

Region    

Northeast 18.2 17.3 18.6 

Midwest 22.7 22.0 22.7 

South 36.8 44.9 37.1 

West 22.3 15.8 21.6 

    

Race/Ethnicity    

White/not Hispanic 68.5 54.2 71.0 

Black/not Hispanic 12.1 37.4 12.8 

Hispanic 13.0 5.7 10.3 

Other/not Hispanic 6.4 2.7 6.0 

    

Population Density    

1 - Lowest 20.1 21.3 20.6 

2 20.0 19.6 20.7 

3 20.1 15.4 20.1 

4 20.2 20.2 20.4 

5 - Highest 19.6 23.4 18.3 
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Effects of Sample Design on Statistical Inference 

Post-data collection statistical adjustments require analysis procedures that reflect departures 

from simple random sampling.  PSRAI calculates the effects of these design features so that an 

appropriate adjustment can be incorporated into tests of statistical significance when using 

these data.  The so-called "design effect" or deff represents the loss in statistical efficiency that 

results from systematic non-response.  The total sample design effect for this survey is 1.89. 

PSRAI calculates the composite design effect for a sample of size n, with each case having a 

weight, wi as: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a wide range of situations, the adjusted standard error of a statistic should be calculated by 

multiplying the usual formula by the square root of the design effect ( deff).  Thus, the formula 

for computing the 95% confidence interval around a percentage is: 

 

 

 

 

 

where p̂  is the sample estimate and n is the unweighted number of sample cases in the group 

being considered. 

The survey’s margin of error is the largest 95% confidence interval for any estimated proportion 

based on the total sample— the one around 50%.  For example, the margin of error for the 

entire sample is ±4.3%.  This means that in 95 out every 100 samples drawn using the same 

methodology, estimated proportions based on the entire sample will be no more than 4.3 

percentage points away from their true values in the population.  The margin of error for 

estimates based on the African American respondents is ±7.8%.  The margin of error for 

estimates based on respondents ages 18 to 29 is ±7.7%.  It is important to remember that 

sampling fluctuations are only one possible source of error in a survey estimate.  Other sources, 

such as respondent selection bias, questionnaire wording and reporting inaccuracy, may 

contribute additional error of greater or lesser magnitude. 
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Response Rate 

Table 4 reports the disposition of all sampled telephone numbers ever dialed from the original 

telephone number sample.  The response rate estimates the fraction of all eligible respondents 

in the sample that were ultimately interviewed.  At PSRAI it is calculated by taking the product 

of three component rates:3 

o Contact rate – the proportion of working numbers where a request for interview was 

made – of 73 percent4 

o Cooperation rate – the proportion of contacted numbers where a consent for interview 

was at least initially obtained, versus those refused – of 47 percent 

o Completion rate – the proportion of initially cooperating and eligible interviews that were 

completed – of 90 percent  

 

Thus the response rate for the RDD sample was 26 percent and the response rate for the 

callback sample was 53 percent. 

                                            
3  PSRAI’s disposition codes and reporting are consistent with the American Association for Public 

Opinion Research standards. 
4  PSRAI assumes that 75 percent of cases that result in a constant disposition of “No answer” or “Busy” 

are actually not working numbers. 
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Table 4:Sample Disposition  

RDD Callback   

10389 646 Total Numbers Dialed 

   

408  Non-residential 

379 2 Computer/Fax 

47 2 Cell phone 

1432 11 Other not working 

1326 79 Additional projected not working 

6797 552 Working numbers 

65.4% 85.5% Working Rate 

   

442 26 No Answer / Busy 

1124 117 Answering Machine / Voice Mail 

112 2 Other Non-Contact 

5119 407 Contacted numbers 

75.3% 73.7% Contact Rate 

   

947 87 Callback 

2390 21 Refusal 

1782 299 Cooperating numbers 

34.8% 73.5% Cooperation Rate 

   

   

137 1 Language Barrier 

828 95 No eligible resident 

817 203 Eligible numbers 

45.8% 67.9% Eligibility Rate 

   

17 3 Break-off 

800 200 Completes 

97.9% 98.5% Completion Rate 

   

25.7% 53.3% Response Rate 

 


